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Dear Sir: 


The El Paso Office received a letter from Mr. VAN THOMPSON, 
hier Engineer, Southern Union Gas Company, Burt Building, Dallas, Texas, ad— 
vising that representatives of the Amtorg Trading Corporation had requested 

permission to visit the property of the Southern Union Gas Company, which is 
located thirty miles Northwest of Farmington, New Mexico. It is a natural gas 
purification plant to remove Hydrogen Sulphide and Carbon Dioxide from the 

_natural gas before it is delivered to the pipeline for the use of the customers 
of the Southern Union Gas Company all over the Northwestern part of the State 
of New Mexico, ineluding Albuquerque and Santa Fe. WA 


Mr. THOMPSON advised that there is nothing secretive about 
the process used. He further stated that in view of the various war projects 
in the area, he would appreciate receiving advice in this matter before giving 
the Russian Ee Enos e permission to make this trip. 


I have acknowledged Mr. THOMPSON's letter and informed him 
that I have requested SAC P. WYLY, of the Dallas Office, to confer with him 
concerning this.matter, It is believed that the Bureau should not indicate to 
Mr. THOMPSON that the representatives should not make the trip, but in view of 
the importance of the area around Albuquerque and Santa Fe, New Mexico, it is 
my opinion that should the Russian representatives make such a one that they 
should be placed under surveillance by. this office. 
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CC: SAC, EL Paso Coy mail). 
| . @@: GAC, New York (by mail) 
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